
CHEROKEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY MAGAZINE 
AUGUST 2026 | ISSUE 36

GETTING STARTED WITH 
MESH NETWORKS



Marty Buehring – KB4MG 

Here we are more than half-way 
through 2026. At this point of the 
year I like to take inventory of the 
things I have accomplished (or 
not) in this first half. This includes 
personal goals, honey-do list, and 
my hobbies. This gives me time 
to plan the rest of the year and 
be intentional about it. I 
encourage you to do the same, 
especially when it comes to 
amateur radio and the club. We 
have many more opportunities to 
learn new things.  
We had a great time at Field 

Day. It was a good learning 
experience for many of you. I was 
particularly excited about the 
number of people willing to try 
CW (Morse Code). Me included. 
Stephen – KK4YDY  and Jason – 
KO4NDP showed great passion 
and patience towards anyone 
willing to give it a try. Some even 
tried on-air contacts and were 
successful. I would like to see a 
whole new class of CW students 
this Fall and be ready for Winter 
Field Day in January 2027. It 

takes work, I know. Is it worth it? I 
think so. CW is making a 
comeback and is an excellent 
mode for POTA.  
If you want to see some cool 

videos of CW deployments, 
check out Thomas Witherspoon – 
K4SWL on his own website and 
YouTube. His URL is  http://
qrper.com. 

He is actually pretty entertaining. 
There is a link there to his 
YouTube channel where you can 
find tons of videos. 
DESIGN IS NOT ALWAYS 
EASY 
My CW practice stations at Field 

Day were not working as 
intended. This was my fault as I 
rushed through the design and 
missed some key analog circuit 
concepts. Truth be told, I am not 
a very good analog designer and 
did not take a number of things 
into account like noise from the 
digital interfering with the analog 
circuits. Even good designers 
make these mistakes. Secondly, I 
was having issues with a weak 
audio amplifier that was just not 
going to be loud enough. Now 
that I know some mistakes I may 
have time this Fall to fix these 
things and have a better solution 
in the future. The challenge still 
today is the availability and cost 

of electronics parts. It takes 
longer to choose available parts 
than it does to design something. 
I’ll let you know what happens.  
HUNTSVILLE HAMFEST IN 
AUGUST 
Have you been to a hamfest 

lately? Have you ever been to a 
hamfest? We are fortunate to 
have one of the better ones in the 
country within a reasonable 
(three hours) driving distance 
from the Woodstock area. No 
one would argue that 
Hamvention in Dayton is the 
premier event, but that is a nine-
hour drive and bigger 
commitment of time.  

The Huntsville Hamfest 
(hamfest.org) is an excellent 
event in a first-class venue. Even 
the boneyard is indoors! ARRL 
also recognizes it as a major 
event and holds their National 
Convention there. Read the 
Second Century column in the 
August QST magazine (page 
nine). David makes a lot of great 
cases for why you should attend 
this hamfest.  
Having attended and presented 

there, I can attest that the 
technical forums are as good as 
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what you would see in Dayton. This event attracts 
the likes of Eric Swartz – WA6HHQ (CEO of 
Elecraft); Mikel Turner – W4OPS (National 
Amateur Radio Alliance); Glen Popiel – KW5GP 
(author of ham radio books); Dr. Hans Schantz – 
KC5VLD (NASA physicist); James Mon – KE8PZN  
(Ham Radio Adventure Guy); Frank Bauer – 
KA3HDO (ARISS); Tim Duffy (CEO - DX 
Engineering); Michael Walker – VA3MW (Flex 
Radio); Dr. Heidi Haviland – KK6SZW (NASA 
planetary scientist); and many more. There are 
36 Forums to choose from. I will deliver my talk 
at 1 p.m. in the Big Spring D room located in the 
hotel adjacent to the Von Baun Center.   
So, yes I endorse attending this hamfest. There 

are any number of other activities in the area, 
first and foremost the Marshall Spaceflight 
Center and museum. It has things that most 
other “space” museums do not have, including 
two complete Saturn IV rockets.  
I look forward to the rest of 2026 with some 

great presentations coming up. Don’t miss a 
meeting or you miss a lot! 

73, 
Marty - KB4MG

PRESIDENT: 
CONTD

CHEROKEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CARS Calendar 
Aug 8	 Cat Pix on the Air Day 

Aug 22-23	 Huntsville HamFest, 
Huntsville, Ala. 

Sept 12	 CARS guest speaker: John 
Davis–WB4QDX  

Sept 18-19	 Georgia Jewel 

Oct 3	 Georgia Simulated 
Emergency Test (SET)  

Oct 10	 CARS guest speaker: Tim 
Duffy –K3LR– CEO, DX 
Engineering 

Oct 30-31	 Stone Mountain Hamfest, 
Lawrenceville 

Recurring events: 
Mondays @ 8pm.	 Cherokee ARES 
net on WA4EOC repeater (145.19, non-
standard plus offset of 2.26. PL tone 173.8). 
Backup repeater is K4SJR (146.70, minus 
offset. PL tone 123.0) Check in via voice, D-
STAR, DMR, Winlink, D-RATS. 
Thursdays @ 8pm.	 CARS Net on 
KG4VUB repeater (145.27, minus offset, PL 
tone 100.0) 

https://cpota.app/
https://ares.arrl.org/aresset/
https://ares.arrl.org/aresset/
http://stonemountainhamfest.com/
http://stonemountainhamfest.com/
https://www.dxengineering.com/?im_ref=Qlb2WrT0JxycWg00VeyXb2EQUku1mjU-CxJoXw0&irgwc=1


We’ll have to wait a few months to learn where our 
Field Day point total falls vis a vis other participants. 
Meanwhile, here’s a look at the weekend in figures: 
Total contacts made: 1,937 
States confirmed: 47 (MT, NV, AK) 
Countries confirmed: 15 
Continents reached: 5 
Estimated points reported to ARRL: 7,857 (vs 6,951 

last year) 
CW contacts: 473 
Phone contacts: 917 
Digital contacts: 546 
Pulled pork partaken: 30 pounds 
Potato salad consumed: 20 pounds 
Dinner rolls devoured: 48 
M&M’s munched: 3 pounds 
Diet Dr. Peppers quaffed: 48 
  

Field Day Top 10 Operators  
(by number of contacts) 
KC4OBY	 49 
KM4ZSW	 54 
KQ4UPA	 79 
KB4SYV	 80 
KE4GBA	 105 
KK4YDY	 133 
KJ4BED	 155 
K4OTX		 311 
KO4NDP	 333 
KY4KP	 	 380 

FIELD DAY 2026 BY THE NUMBERS 
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GETTING STARTED WITH 
MESHTASTIC AND MESHCORE 
Let’s imagine a scenario. You’re off with the family on 

vacation. You could be on a cruise, in the middle of 
the woods, or at a packed concert. You need a way to 
communicate with each other when the phone 
service goes to zero bars, but convincing the kids to 
get their Technician license and keep their Baofengs 
charged is a bit too much to ask. What do you do? 
This is where mesh radios shine. 
A mesh network is a topology in which multiple 

nodes connect directly and dynamically to each other. 
This allows for efficient data routing without relying 
on a central hub. Each node can relay information, 
enhancing reliability and fault tolerance. 

WHAT MAKES MESH RADIOS 
DIFFERENT?  
Several mesh protocols are available today, all 

sharing the same basic goal: using LoRa Chirp Spread 
Spectrum (CSS) radios to relay text messages and 
telemetry between devices. These devices 

(commonly referred to as nodes) form an 
interconnected and decentralized network that can 
send, receive, and rebroadcast messages, allowing 
users to communicate over significant distances 
without relying on traditional cellular or internet 
infrastructure. 
One way to think of these little mesh radios in ham-

familiar terms is a low-powered, license-free cousin to 
APRS. And when I say low power, we’re talking less 
than one watt of transmitting power if you want to 
operate without a license. Many handheld nodes 
operate at considerably lower power levels. 
A great advantage of this technology is its low 

barrier to entry. A license is not required for standard 
operation, and entry-level nodes can cost as little as 
$9. Hardware ranges from pocket-sized devices like 
the Seeed T1000-E, which is about the size of a credit 
card, to custom-built Raspberry Pi cyberdecks with 
LoRa expansion boards. The sky is really the limit and 
there’s plenty of room to experiment. 

MESH NETWORKING FOR HAMS 
By Michael Gillett – KR4CCZ 
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MESHTASTIC VS. MESHCORE 
Two of the better-known protocols are Meshtastic 

and MeshCore. Both use LoRa CSS radios operating 
on the 900 MHz ISM (Industrial, Scientific, Medical) 
band, but they take different approaches to moving 
information across the network.  
Suppose you want to convey a message to a friend 

20 miles away. Your node may not be able to reach 
that distance directly, but another node within range 
can receive the message and retransmit it. That’s one 
“hop.” Additional nodes repeat the process until the 
message reaches its intended destination or the 
configured hop limit is reached. Actual range depends 
on terrain, antenna placement, and the number of 
available relay nodes. 
In my experience, Meshtastic is better suited to 

smaller, ad hoc networks, while MeshCore excels on 
larger regional networks with hundreds of users. 
Meshtastic tends to exchange more network 
information while MeshCore is more selective with the 
data it sends over the air. I find Meshtastic to be more 
beginner-friendly while MeshCore offers some great 
power-user features.  
If you’d like to try mesh networking yourself, one of 

the quickest ways to get started is with a Seeed Studio 
T1000-E. Install the Meshtastic app on your 
smartphone, pair with the node via Bluetooth and get 
chatting.  
In the next article, we'll take a closer look at the 

hardware, software, and first steps to building your 
own mesh network. 
Michael Gillett got his start in radio back in 2014 
at WGUR, a campus radio station in Milledgeville, 
where he was the production manager. He got his 
first Meshtastic radio in 2024 and his Technician 
license shortly thereafter. He writes of his radio 
experiments on his website, kr4ccz.net. 

SOURCES AND ADDITIONAL READING: 
https://www.thethingsnetwork.org/docs/lorawan/

what-is-lorawan/ 
https://meshtastic.org/docs/overview/ 
https://mtnme.sh/ 

STOREFRONTS: 
https://muzi.works/ 
https://store.rokland.com/

MESH NETWORKING CONTD 
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By Bob Witte – K0NR 

Parks On The Air (POTA) has exploded in popularity, 
with most of the activity on the HF bands. That makes 
sense. HF gives you the long-distance contacts and 
the big pileups. But don’t overlook the VHF bands, 
especially 2m FM. Two-meter FM is simple, highly 
portable, and often an easy way to knock out a few 
contacts when you’re in a park. 
VHF works well for Summits On The Air, because you 

are operating from a summit: Height Above Average 
Terrain (HAAT) and all that. You might have that same 
advantage from some parks but certainly not always. 
Here are three VHF scenarios that are common with 

POTA. These aren’t theoretical; they’re real-world 
approaches that you may want to try in the field. 

VHF-ONLY POTA 
This scenario is not all that common, but I have 

hunted a few activators doing this. Typically, they find 
a high spot in a park and get on the air with 2m and 
70cm FM. The challenge is that you have limited 
range with VHF and you need to make 10 QSOs to 
qualify as a POTA activation. Being close to a 
population center helps. 
This approach can be simple and fun. Just toss a 

dual-band handheld in your pack and head to the 
park. Or drive your vehicle equipped with a VHF/UHF 
mobile radio, with more power, to the park. 

COMBINING SOTA AND POTA 
These two programs have significant overlap, so 

combining them is a great option. Many SOTA 
summits are located inside POTA parks, so you can 
get credit for both programs with one activation. VHF 
works well here because HAAT dramatically improves 
your range. 
From a summit you can usually work enough stations 

on 2m simplex with just a handheld radio. However, 
see The Truth About VHF SOTA. Four contacts, which 
need to be with four different stations, will get you the 
SOTA activator points. The POTA rules require 10 
QSOs, but you can count a station each time you 
work them on a different band/mode pair. Most 
stations that have 2m FM also have 70cm FM, so that 
it is easy to double up by asking hunters to change 
bands. You might be able to extend this idea further. 
For example, you can count the same station four 
times by working them on 2m FM, 2m SSB, 70cm FM, 
and 70cm SSB. It all depends on the gear you and the 
hunter station have available. 

Keep an eye on the activation zone rules. SOTA 
won’t count contacts inside the summit activation 
zone, while POTA is more flexible (including park-to-
park credit even if you’re both in the same park). 
I’ve done many of these combo activations with 

VHF/UHF gear. 

VHF FOR PARKS ON THE AIR? 
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VHF AS AN ADD-ON TO AN HF 
ACTIVATION 
You’re already in the park with your HF station set 

up: wire antenna, picnic table, battery, the whole 
works. Why not grab a handheld and make a few 
extra contacts on 2 meters? Or use your mobile 
station to do the same thing. 
This is low-effort and often effective. While you’re 

calling CQ on 20m or 40m, just monitor 146.52 MHz 
on the HT or occasionally throw out a quick “CQ 
POTA” on 2 meters. You’ll often pick up local stations 
or other activators who are monitoring the simplex 
frequency. 
I’ve done this many times during HF POTA 

activations. The HF station is doing the heavy lifting 
for distance, but the HT gives me quick, easy local 
contacts with almost zero extra setup. It’s especially 
handy on days when HF conditions are poor. 

A FEW OPERATING TIPS 
• Frequency: Start with 146.52 MHz — the national 

2m simplex calling frequency. Another good option 
is the North America Adventure Frequency (NAAF), 
146.58 MHz. 

• Repeaters: Remember that repeater contacts are 
not allowed. However, you can announce your 
POTA activation on a repeater and ask for hunters 
to work you on simplex. 

• Antenna: The stock rubber duck is okay for very 
local work, but a better whip (like the RH-660) or a 
small handheld Yagi makes a huge difference. Or 
maybe you want to set up a mast with larger 
antenna. 

• Power: Your 5 watt handheld may be sufficient in 
many cases but running more power always helps, 
especially for marginal contacts. 

• Mode: FM simplex is the workhorse. It’s what most 
hams are equipped for and it works reliably. 

• Spotting: Use the POTA app or website to let 
people know you’re on VHF. 

• Group activations: If you’re activating a park with a 
partner or group, it’s common (and allowed) to 

work each other on 2m FM right at the start. Maybe 
do 70cm while you are at it. 

VHF isn’t going to replace HF for POTA, but it’s an 
excellent complement — and sometimes the best tool 
for the job. It’s simple, fun, and lowers the barrier to 
getting out and activating. 
Next time you head to a park, throw an HT in the 

bag. You might just find that 2 meters becomes one 
of your favorite POTA bands. 
  

Bob Witte is an electrical engineer, engineering 
manager and author living in Colorado.
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Here’s more evidence on the 
growing interest in Digital Mobile 
Radio (DMR).  
BrandMeister recently posted a 

notification on its main dashboard 
page describing a new annual 
verification process for DMR (and 
other amateur radio digital 
network) IDs managed by 
RadioID.net. The notice states that 
ID numbers are a “finite resource,” 
and that the organization 
maintaining the ID database 
expects some regions to face 

potential shortages as usage 
grows and as some users require 
multiple IDs. 
Beginning July 1, 2026, 

RadioID.net will perform annual 
verification on the anniversary of 
each account’s creation. On that 
date, the account holder will 
receive an email requesting 
confirmation that their assigned 
IDs are still needed and that the 
account information remains 
accurate and up to date. 
If no confirmation is received, 

the notice states the associated 
IDs will be temporarily 
deactivated. If RadioID.net is 
unable to obtain a response after 
a “reasonable period,” the IDs will 

be removed from the database 
and made available for 
reassignment. 
The notification encourages 

users to verify their DMR IDs to 
help prevent disruption and 
directs questions to RadioID via 
their support page. 
BrandMeister is an internet-

connected network that routes 
DMR voice traffic between 
repeaters and hotspots using 
programmable talkgroups 
worldwide. 

NEW DMR ID VERIFICATION 
PROCESS NOW UNDERWAY

The club is making plans to host a Technician 
License “Ham Cram” this fall, giving prospective 
operators the opportunity to earn their Technician 
ticket in a single day. 
"We haven't done one of these in a while, and we've 

had a number of people ask about it," said CARS 
President Marty Buehring, KB4MG. 
The event will likely begin with about three hours of 

classroom instruction, followed by a Volunteer 
Examiner testing session. With the material still fresh 
in their minds, participants have an excellent 
opportunity to pass the exam before heading home 
with a brand-new FCC license. 
"The purpose of the Ham Cram is to get you 

licensed, then partner you with someone in the club 
who can help you learn the practical skills every new 
Technician needs," said Ken McIntire, KJ4PQX, who 
is organizing the event. 

MORE THAN JUST PASSING THE TEST 
That mentoring is an important part of the equation. 

New licensees who become involved with a local club 
are more likely to stay active in amateur radio, renew 

their license, and eventually upgrade to General or 
Amateur Extra. To encourage that involvement, CARS 
provides a complimentary one-year club membership 
to everyone who earns a new amateur radio license at 
a CARS-sponsored exam session. 
The need is real. While thousands of Americans earn 

their Technician license every year, thousands more 
quietly drift away from the hobby. Approximately 
42,000 Technician licenses come up for renewal 
annually, and an estimated 25,000 are ultimately 
allowed to lapse. Those numbers underscore the 
importance of not only recruiting new hams but also 
helping them become active, confident operators. 
McIntire is looking for volunteers to help make Ham 

Cram a success. 
"We could use a couple of presenters," he said. "I'd 

also like to include some hands-on activities so our 
new licensees can see how things work." 
If you'd like to help as an instructor, presenter, or 

mentor—or if you know someone interested in 
earning a Technician license—contact the club at 
wx4car.club@gmail.com. 

HELP BUILD THE NEXT 
GENERATION OF HAMS 
By Lee Hall - K4QO 
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CARS IS A VIBRANT AND EXPANDING 
COMMUNITY, WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
REGULARLY. TO FOSTER CONNECTIONS, WE’LL 
PERIODICALLY SPOTLIGHT A MEMBER 
THROUGH A BRIEF Q&A. IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE 
FEATURED OR HAVE SOMEONE IN MIND, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW. 

What is your name, callsign and license 
classification?  Shawn Walsh, K4ZRI, and I'm an Extra 
Class license holder. 
How long have you been licensed? I tested and 
passed both Tech and General in May of 2016. 
What interests you most about amateur radio?  My 
interests seem to lie all over the board. I'm mostly 
interested in trying new things, different modes of 
operation, different antennas, different radios, and 
helping others get on the air. 
What modes do you operate? My primary modes of 
operation in order are digital (D-Star, DMR and 
Fusion), then HF SSB, then VHF/UHF.  
What are some of your most memorable experiences 
with amateur radio? Easily, Field Days. There are so 
many different facets of amateur radio brought 
together over a 48-hour period. The club puts on 
some incredible classes and demonstrations that I'm 
always left invigorated and inspired after being 
immersed in nothing but ham radio over the 
weekend! 
What is your most memorable QSO? I am not sure I 
have a single most memorable QSO. That might be 
partially due to a terrible memory, or there've been so 
many interesting contacts over the years that they all 
seem memorable. It's always exciting to make the first 
contact on a different mode, though. 
How long have you been a member of CARS? This is 
my second go-round at CARS membership. I 
originally joined back in 2016 for a couple of years, 
then life veered me off course, until last year, when I 
was re-introduced. So, all said, three years. 
What is one piece of advice you would offer a new 
ham? Don't be afraid to try it! Whatever 'it' is. There 
are so many things to learn and focus on in ham radio 
that if you're even slightly inclined, you're bound to 
find something interesting. And, if you get bored with 
that, there's something else waiting to grab your 
attention. Our club has such a depth of resources, it's 
easy to find someone to help you out. 

What do you like to do outside of ham radio?  Wait... 
Are there things outside of ham radio? LOL. I'm 
interested in way too many things, not the least of 
which are cars (go ahead and ask about my 
Corvette!), music, shooting sports and most anything 
outdoors.

CHEROKEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 
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Welcome to the KY4KP YouTube channel where I share my time in amateur radio and the experiences that 
come with it. Most of my videos focus on getting on the air from the field, especially Parks On The Air 
activations, contesting, and portable operating. I like showing how I set up, what works, what does not, and how 
each activation unfolds in real conditions. You will also see the community side of ham radio, family moments, 
and the enjoyment that comes from combining radio, learning, and being outdoors. My goal is to document 
real operating, encourage others to get on the air, and keep the hobby practical, approachable, and fun. 

In this video, I share a quick look at the fun side of Parks On The Air, especially 
when people get on the air for the first time. It captures the excitement, the 
laughs, and the simple enjoyment of making contacts outdoors. Moments like 
this remind me why I enjoy ham radio so much. It is about getting on the air, 
sharing the experience with others, and keeping the hobby welcoming and 
enjoyable. 

In this video, I give a quick behind the scenes look at my contest station and the 
setup I am running. It is a relaxed moment that shows the gear, the space, and the 
atmosphere while operating. Clips like this give a real sense of how I work 
contests and enjoy the time on the air without overthinking it. 

In this video, I talk through a mistake I made during an activation and why it 
mattered once I was on the air. It is an honest look at how small setup decisions 
can turn into real problems in the field. I explain what went wrong, what I learned 
from it, and what you should check ahead of time so you do not run into the 
same issue. My goal is to help you avoid lost time, frustration, and missed 
contacts when you head out to operate. 

In this video, I spend the day at the Cherokee Amateur Radio Society fall picnic 
and enjoy time with fellow hams outside the shack. It is a relaxed gathering with 
good food, easy conversation, and plenty of shared stories about radio. Events 
like this matter because they remind you that amateur radio is not only about 
operating and equipment, it is about people, friendships, and staying connected 
as a community. 

https://www.youtube.com/shorts/AXo8MrZ4GKE
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ScZOfPn1YeQ
https://www.youtube.com/@KY4KP
https://youtu.be/Cxv4wW3IYqY?si=RJ2tUt51_UGPKPQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_ZWnqyWrwk&pp=ygUFS1k0S1A=


CONTEST CORNER 
JULY 2026 

European HF Championship 

1200Z-2359Z, Aug 1 

ARRL 222MHz and Up Distance Contest 

1800Z, Aug 1 to 1800Z, Aug 2 

ARRL EME Contest 

0000Z, Aug 8 to 2359Z, Aug 9 

Kentucky State Parks on the Air  

1400Z-2200Z, Aug 8 

ARRL 10GHz and Up Contest 

0900Z, Aug 15 to 0759Z, Aug 17 

North American QSO Party, SSB 

1800Z, Aug 15 to 0559Z, Aug 16 

ARRL Rookie Round Up, RTTY 

1800Z-2359Z, Aug 16

CONTESTING

CHEROKEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 

DXPEDITION NEWS

LU1ZA, Isla Laurie- South Orkney Islands  
Thru end 2026 - HF bands

https://www.entofga.com/home/
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CHEROKEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 

https://www.entofga.com/home/
https://www.dxengineering.com/?im_ref=Qlb2WrT0JxycWg00VeyXb2EQUku1mjU-CxJoXw0&irgwc=1
mailto:k4qo.mail@gmail.com?subject=Club%20Newsletter
https://www.precisiontechauto.com
https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/checkout/singleLoad.do?r=1767658978568&merchantId=HRDLL&cartIdToken=4F9C4D1A22152BAE0DDEAA76CE957E9848302CB4231AB7C33BFC8A7A10249C1A040D6F36F678F058FD783E18A082A214166BCA57F7EFBDFFCBDEC38AC522198FEAD5618065A40255C2D1AE09E35CCE580418D95DA3C485EA348C2B28AE0C80D8E5&utm_medium=cars&utm_source=backlink


Website - https://
www.wx4car.org 
Contact Us - https://

www.wx4car.org/contact-
us.html 
Membership - https://

www.wx4car.org/
membership-form.html 
CARS Club Technical 

Programs - https://
www.wx4car.org/technical-
monthly-programs.html 
Club Activities - https://

www.wx4car.org/club-
activities.html 
POTA Corner - https://

www.wx4car.org/pota-
corner.html 
ARRL FIELD DAY - https://

www.wx4car.org/field-
day.html 
Ham Fests - https://

www.wx4car.org/amateur-
radio-events.html 
CARS Groups.io - https://

groups.io/groups 
ARRL Testing Info - 

https://www.wx4car.org/
testing2023.html 
New Ham Kit - https://

www.wx4car.org/uploads/
8/3/7/7/83773582/
wx4cars_intro_to_new_ham
s-7apr2021.pdf 

Ham License Upgrading - 
https://www.wx4car.org/
obtaining-a-license.html 
Technician Ham Cram 

Study Guide - https://
www.wx4car.org/uploads/
8/3/7/7/83773582/2022-20
26_technician_pool_study_
guide.pdf 
Club Apparel - https://

www.hamthreads.com 
CARS Club Badges - 

https://
www.thesignman.com/
clubs/carsga.html 
POTA Supplies - https://

www.clubgearonline.com 

CONTESTING LINKS 

ARRL Contest Calendar - 
http://www.arrl.org/
contest-calendar 
Contesting Calendar - 

http://
www.contesting.com/ 
CQ Contest Calendar - 

http://cq-amateur-
radio.com/cq_contests/
cq_annual_contest_calenda
r/
cq_annual_contest_calenda
r.html 
SolarHam Site - http://

www.solarham.net/
index.htm 

Space Weather - http://
www.spaceweatherwoman.
com/ 
Contest Calendar - 

https://
www.contestcalendar.com 

OTHER LINKS 

ARRL - http://www.arrl.org 
Sky Warn - http://

skywarn.org 
QSO Today - http://

qsotoday.com 
Cherokee EMA - http://

cherokeega-ema.org 
Georgia ARES - https://

www.gaares.org 
Ham Radio Work Bench - 

http://
hamradioworkbench.com 
On All Bands - https://

www.onallbands.com

RESOURCE LINKS
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CHEROKEE AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY 

MISSION 
STATEMENT 
The mission of the Cherokee Amateur Radio Society is to 

promote the hobby of amateur radio to the Cherokee County 
residents and surrounding communities. It primarily serves to 
provide education, FCC testing, public service, and fellowship to 
people with the common interest of amateur radio.  

Cherokee Amateur Radio Society is an organization of FCC 
licensed amateur radio operators (also called Hams) that meet 
and share the hobby, educate people about amateur radio, as 
well as support our local community in times of disaster. We are 
located in Cherokee County, Georgia and have club call sign 
WX4CAR. We are an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

The club also participates with ARES, and the Cherokee County 
EOC when severe weather gets close to the area, and we help 
with local public service projects. The members of the club also 
dedicate some of their time to promote and help new hams to 
develop their skills and knowledge on Amateur communications 
modes and to be better operators. We are a very active club and 
participate in ARRL Field Day every year. If you are located in 
Cherokee County or the surrounding area, we would like to invite 
you to participate.

CARS OFFICERS FOR 2024: 
President: Martin Buehring – KB4MG 
Vice President: Chad Cone – KY4KP 
Secretary: Stephen Kuhn – KK4YDY 
Treasurer: James James – KE4HMS 
Cherokee County Emergency 
Coordinator: 
Rob Bruderer – W1JKU 

Email: wx4car.club@gmail.com 
Time & Location of Meetings: 
Meetings are the second Saturday of 
each month at 10:00 am Eastern Time. 

William G. Long Senior Center  
223 Arnold Mill Road  
Woodstock, Georgia 30188 

Our meetings are open to all visitors. You 
do not need to be a member or have a 
license to attend.Come for the fellowship 
and technical programs. We also have a 
combined ARES meeting at the same 
time. ARRL FCC Testing is at 1:00PM 
following the meeting. 

Newsletter Team: 
Editor: Lee Hall – K4QO 
	 k4qo.mail@gmail.com 
Design: Carmon Madison – KQ4JIO 
	 carmon@icloud.com

mailto:wx4car.club@gmail.com
mailto:k4qo.mail@gmail.com
mailto:carmon@icloud.com

	Getting Started with Mesh Networks
	Message from the President
	President: CONTD
	Upcoming Events
	Field Day 2026 By the Numbers
	Mesh Networking for Hams
	Mesh Networking contd
	VHF for Parks On The Air?
	VHF for Parks On The Air? CONTD
	New DMR ID Verification Process Now Underway
	Help Build the Next Generation of Hams
	Get to Know…
	Shawn Walsh - K4ZRI
	Contesting
	Thank You CARS SPONSORS
	Resource Links
	Mission Statement

