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Marty Buehring – KB4MG 

It was great to see so many of 
you at the club picnic and POTA 
event. Band conditions were 
pretty rocky, but I know many of 
you did make some contacts. We 
have some solar weather just 
prior to the event that raised the 
Kp to 5. That is a highly disruptive 
number and accounted for a lot 
of noise and poor propagation. 
The good news is that we all had 
a great time, great weather and 
most of all great food.  
FIELD DAY 2026 IS 
PARTICULARLY SPECIAL 
ARRL Field Day 2026 (June 

27-28) is particularly special as it 
acts as a kickoff to the America 
250 celebration. It continues to 
see surging engagement, 
combining the tradition of 
emergency preparedness with 
high-tech, portable, off-grid radio 
operations and widespread 
community outreach, offering 
hands-on opportunities for new 
operators to get on the air.  

KEY ASPECTS OF ARRL 
FIELD DAY 2026: 
• America 250 Milestone: The 

event serves as a focal point for 
the upcoming 250th anniversary 
celebration of the USA. 
• Emergency Preparedness: It’s 

a crucial exercise, designed to 
test the ability to set up and 
operate portable stations under 
emergency conditions using 
solar, batteries, or generators. 
Let’s be sure we use our Field 
Day to practice this important 
skill.  
• Growing Participation: 

Following trends in 2025, the 
event continues to draw large 
crowds (over 31,000 operators 
typically), creating a "Super Bowl" 
atmosphere for amateur radio. 
We have also seen this growth 
with CARS as we continue to 
have great Field Day 
experiences.  
• Get On The Air (GOTA): 

Special stations are set up for 
beginners and non-licensed 
individuals to experience making 
live contacts with expert 
guidance. Each year we have this 
station setup and each year it has 
been used.  
• Social & Technical Gathering: 

Beyond the competition, it's a 
massive, fun gathering for club 
members and enthusiasts to 
experiment with antennas and 
share knowledge.  

• Educational: We will have 
some learning opportunities for 
people this year as well. Hands-
on is an important part of this 
hobby.  
So, make your plan now to 

participate and volunteer for 
something. Signups are starting 
now! 
WHAT’S NEXT FOR CARS? 
Our club has been an amazing 

place for both new and 
experienced ham operators to 
learn more and enjoy this hobby. 
When people ask, “what’s next”, 
this is a very hard question to 
answer. Amateur radio has been 
called a “hobby of hobbies” for a 
very good reason. The scope and 
breath of our hobby is expanding 
all the time. What was an original 
mission to build a crude radio 
and get on the air has expanded 
to include the vast fields of 
electronics, software, computers, 
physics, communications modes, 
satellites, networks, alternate 
means of modulation, and even 
social and civic involvement. The 
bottom line is that there are so 
many avenues to this hobby that 
you could never exhaust them in 
a lifetime. What was just “Talk 
over RF” has evolved into 
“Experiment with communication 
systems using RF, computing, and 
networks”.  
We are all most familiar with the 

disciplines of building a station, 
putting up a suitable antenna, 
and building our skills as an 
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operator. That remains at the core of amateur 
radio, but there is so much more. As a club we can 
explore some of these avenues but we don’t want 
to go down paths that only a very few would be 
interested in. So, we would love to hear from you 
on that topic. Your comments are always welcome 
at wx4car.club@gmail.com 
IN THE SHORT TERM 
Last month I talked about a “platform” for projects 

that consists for a microcontroller board that we 
are designing to be the basis for ham radio 
applications. I have already designed two boards 
for this project that I hope to show everyone at our 
next gathering. The project board will be a Morse 
Keyer that is capable of connecting to an identical 
Keyer and can be used for 2-party Morse code 
practice. We hope to use this on Field Day.  
We also hope to have some boards made for a 

trial run of a workshop that focuses on building 
projects that use this platform.  
IN THE LONG TERM 
As a club we will  continue to look for ways to 

expand our knowledge and expose our members 
to parts of the hobby they have not experienced 
before.  
Some ideas of what is newer to amateur radio are 
listed below:  

• Internet-Linked Radio Systems 
• EchoLink, AllStar, DMR networks 
• These blend RF with the internet—

controversial to some, but widely used.  
• Software-Defined Radio (SDR) 

• Radios are now partly (or entirely) software  
• Enables spectrum visualization, remote 

operation, and experimentation  
• This has transformed how signals are 

received and analyzed. 
• Weak-Signal Digital Communication 

• Modes like FT8 and WSPR allow global 
contacts with very low power  

• Heavy use of timing, encoding, and 
computer assistance  

• This leans heavily into signal processing and 
computing. 

• Satellite and Space Communication 
• Amateur satellites (CubeSats)  
• Contacts through the International Space 

Station  
• Space is now an accessible part of the 

hobby. 
• Remote & Cloud-Based Stations 

• Operate your home station from anywhere  
• Shared club stations accessible via the 

internet  
• This changes the idea of what a “station” is. 

• Maker & IoT Integration 
• ESP32, Raspberry Pi, and sensors  
• Remote telemetry, environmental monitoring  
• Integration with web interfaces and mobile 

devices  
• This is where amateur radio overlaps with 

modern embedded systems and IoT. 
• Data & Mesh Networking 

• High-speed multimedia (HSMM)  
• Mesh networks using RF links (like 

MeshTastic) 

This is the year of “Learning Together” 
73, 
Marty - KB4MG
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My journey to a "KILO" – 1,000 contacts in a single 
park – began when I first activated Allatoona Wildlife 
Management Area, US-7453. It was part of a six-park 
rove, and its proximity to my home made it an easy 
choice. This convenience also made it ideal for fast 
activations, quickly establishing it as my favorite spot. 
Allatoona offers several parking options, but I prefer 

the sign-in area off Highway 20. It's my go-to location 
when I want to test a new setup or antenna.  
Initially, I used a 102-inch CB whip, a Wolf River Coils 

“Silver Bullet”, and an Icom 7300. This setup worked, 
allowing me to change bands, but it constantly 
required checking the SWR. I tried marking the coil, 
but the SWR readings would shift, making it 
cumbersome to manage. This led me to purchase 40-
meter and 20-meter "Ham Sticks." They work great, 
though I must physically change antennas to switch 
bands. Despite this, all 1,000 of my contacts have 
been made using a Ham Stick. 
A few activations into this journey, I found myself 

with about 500 contacts and thought: "Maybe I could 
reach 1,000." My last few activations have averaged 

150 contacts each, most completed in under 1.5 
hours. When conditions are good, you quickly learn 
to manage pileups. 
A few months ago, I discovered "World Radio 

League" software. It was free, so I decided to try it, 
and I've come to love it enough that I paid the fee to 
help support the development. The software allows 
you to map your contacts, get analytics from your log, 
and much more. Oh, and it logs also.  
The analytics showed I was averaging 77 contacts 

per hour, sometimes exceeding 100. Working those 
pileups definitely sharpens your operating skills. I also 
have a 40-meter EFHW (End-Fed Half-Wave) antenna 
that can expand to 80 meters. While it takes more 
time to set up—throwing a rope in a tree, raising one 
end, and tying off the other—it covers several different 
bands. I reserve it for "all-day" activations.  
This journey was a lot of fun. Checking the park info 

on the POTA page, I found that the current contact 
leader had 1,254 contacts. I was in second place with 
1,038 and reaching that first-place spot became my 
goal. I finished my quest with 1,282 contacts! 

JOURNEY TO A KILO: 1000 POTA 
CONTACTS IN THE SAME PARK 
By Ed Boyett – KB4SYV
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 If anyone wants to try POTA, please contact me; I'd 
be glad to take you on an activation. 
After I wrote this story, I signed up to operate 

“W1AW/4” for the ARRL 250, celebrating the 250th 
anniversary of this country. One of several “on the air” 
times I scheduled was a “POTA” activation. Naturally, I 
chose Allatoona WMA and was able to log 233 
contacts in just over three hours. That put me over 
1,500 contacts. Just for fun, maybe I’ll go for 2,000.  

KILO JOURNEY: 
CONTD
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Map of my contacts.

UPCOMING EVENTS 
CARS Calendar 
May 15-17	 Dayton HamVention, Xenia, 

Ohio 

Jun 27-28	 Field Day (Location TBA) 

Aug 22-23	 Huntsville HamFest, 
Huntsville, Ala. 

Aug 8	 CARS guest speaker: Tim 
Duffy – K3LR – CEO, DX 
Engineering 

Sept 12	 CARS guest speaker: John 
Davis – WB4QDX  

Sept 18-19	 Georgia Jewel 

Recurring events: 
Mondays @ 8pm.	 Cherokee ARES 
net on WA4EOC repeater (145.19, non-
standard plus offset of 2.26. PL tone 173.8). 
Backup repeater is K4SJR (146.70, minus 
offset. PL tone 123.0) Check in via voice, D-
STAR, DMR, Winlink, D-RATS. 
Thursdays @ 8pm.	 CARS Net on 
KG4VUB repeater (145.27, minus offset, PL 
tone 100.0) 

https://www.dxengineering.com/?im_ref=Qlb2WrT0JxycWg00VeyXb2EQUku1mjU-CxJoXw0&irgwc=1


2026 GEORGIA DEATH RACE
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CHEROKEE COUNTY ARES 
SUPPORTS 2026 GEORGIA DEATH 
RACE  
By Rob Bruderer – W1JKU 

When hundreds of runners take on the legendary 
Georgia Death Race and its 74 miles of rugged North 
Georgia wilderness, steep climbs, unpredictable 
weather, and absolutely no cell service, they’re not 
alone out there. Behind the scenes, deep in the 
woods, Cherokee County ARES and the WX4CAR 
club once again formed the communications 
backbone that keeps this race safe, connected, and 
running smoothly. 

http://www.cherokee-ares.org/


This year, our team deployed to Aid Station 4 (Point 
Bravo) and Aid Station 9 (Nimblewill), operating fully 
off‑grid with generators, portable masts, HF/VHF 
radios, and Winlink email over RF. 
From the moment the first runner hit Point Bravo at 

10:21 a.m. on March 28, until the final sweep team 
cleared Nimblewill at 2:23 a.m. on March 29, our 
operators maintained 100 percent runner 
accountability, a critical safety function in a race where 
terrain, darkness, and exhaustion can turn small 
problems into big ones fast. 

HOW IT’S DONE 
Using a hybrid system of paper logs, digital tools, 

voice traffic, and Winlink, our team tracked every bib 
number, every arrival, every departure, and relayed 
that information to Net Control in real time. 
Even with RF noise from generators and LED lighting, 

our operators adapted quickly, improving grounding, 
repositioning antennas, and using ferrite chokes to 
keep the signals clean. 
Across both aid stations, Cherokee ARES contributed 

241 volunteer service hours, demonstrating exactly 
what amateur radio is all about: service, skill, 
teamwork, and giving back to the community. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE FIELD 
• Operated entirely off‑grid in remote North Georgia 

terrain 
• Linked aid stations via amateur radio voice and 

Winlink email 
• Maintained continuous communications in 

zero‑cell‑coverage conditions 
• Executed seamless handoffs with sweep teams and 

race staff 
• Demonstrated strong teamwork across WX4CAR 

and Cherokee ARES 
• Delivered accurate, timely runner accountability for 

the entire event 

OUR TEAMS IN ACTION 
AS‑4 Point Bravo: Ryan - KK4YLG, Stephen - KK4YDY, 
Shawn - K4ZRI, Stan - WB9GFA, Jonathan - KM4ZHZ, 
Tom - W3TY, Mike - KQ4MV 
AS‑9 Nimblewill: Bill - KO4UQF, David - KJ4BED, Rod 
- KO4PWB, Rob - W1JKU 

Year after year, Run Bum Tours puts on one of the 
toughest races in the Southeast; and year after year, 
Cherokee County ARES shows up ready to serve. This 
event is more than a test of endurance for runners, it’s 
a proving ground for emergency communications, 
teamwork, and the spirit of volunteerism that defines 
amateur radio. 

DEATH RACE CONTD
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The Amateur Radio on the International Space Station 
(ARISS) program is inviting schools, organizations, and 
amateur radio clubs to apply for a chance to host a live radio 
contact with a crew member aboard the International Space 
Station (ISS). It’s an opportunity to connect space exploration 
with amateur radio and inspire the next generation of 
scientists, engineers, and ham radio enthusiasts. 
Mountain View Elementary’s Out-of-This-World Experience 
In April 2024, students at Mountain View Elementary School 
in Cobb County, Georgia, had the once-in-a-lifetime chance 
to speak live with astronaut Jeanette Epps – KF5QNU, 
aboard the ISS. Their ARISS contact was the culmination of 
many months of hard work and preparation. 
“We started this journey during COVID, and the students 
worked so hard, more than you could imagine,” said 
Cassondra Zielinski - KQ4JVI, science teacher at Mountain 
View and CARS member. “People said they were too young, 
and they couldn’t handle it. Let me tell you, they can and 
they did.” 
What is an ARISS Contact? 
An ARISS contact is a voice-only communication during 
which astronauts aboard the ISS connect with students and 
communities through amateur radio. Each QSO lasts about 
10 minutes, allowing students to ask astronauts questions 
about life on the space station, ongoing research, and topics 

like satellite communication, radio science, and wireless 
technology. 
Organizing these radio contacts requires months of 
coordination. The ARISS team expects to schedule contacts 
between January 1 and June 30, 2027, depending on crew 
schedules and the ISS orbit. Organizations interested in 
hosting a contact should plan for large participation and 
ensure the event is part of a structured educational program. 
How to Apply: 
To host an ARISS contact, proposals must be submitted by 
May 22, 2026. Full proposal details and submission 
guidelines can be found at ariss-usa.org/proposal-overview. 
Given the complexities of spaceflight and crew scheduling, 
organizations must be flexible with timing, as dates and 
times may change. The ARISS program is supported by 
NASA, the Russian Space Agency, the Canadian Space 
Agency, and other international space agencies, with 
amateur radio operators providing vital equipment and 
operational support to make these educational contacts 
possible. 
ARISS is a global initiative that connects amateur radio 
operators with space agencies to create educational 
opportunities with the ISS. In the U.S., ARISS partners include 
ARRL, AMSAT, NASA’s SCaN program, and many others.

ARISS SEEKS SCHOOLS, CLUBS TO 
BRING SPACE EXPLORATION INTO 
THE CLASSROOM 
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CARS IS A VIBRANT AND EXPANDING 
COMMUNITY, WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
REGULARLY. TO FOSTER CONNECTIONS, WE’LL 
PERIODICALLY SPOTLIGHT A MEMBER 
THROUGH A BRIEF Q&A. IF YOU’D LIKE TO BE 
FEATURED OR HAVE SOMEONE IN MIND, PLEASE 
LET US KNOW. 

What is your name, callsign and license class? Randy 
Kerr - KD4KHO. I’m currently a General Class 
operator. 
How long have you been licensed?  Since 1992. I 
upgraded to General Class when the CW 
requirement for was still in place. 
What interests you most about amateur radio? My 
interest and involvement started while living in 
Gainesville, home to the University of Florida. I 
worked and supported public safety communications 
during home football games. When we’d respond to 
a call in the stadium, we always took an amateur radio 
volunteer who would communicate with a command 
center to provide our status, request additional 
resources, etc. I befriended Walt Johnston – W4TKE 
now SK. He was the inspiration for my becoming 
licensed and remained my friend and Elmer for many 
years. 
What modes do you operate? I enjoy working analog 
repeaters (2m, 70cm, 1.25m) checking in on nets and 
seeing what kind of range I can get with repeaters 
around north Georgia. I really enjoy 2m simplex, 
especially when conditions are right and the range is 
longer than normal. I do a lot of FT8, and enjoy the 
digital voice modes for DMR and D-STAR. My HF 
capabilities are a little limited, being in an HOA 
neighborhood, but I do have an HF antenna set up 
inside and can easily set up something on the outside 
along the fenceline. In February, I finally got the 
DX100 Award, and I will say getting confirmations 
from the last few countries to get to 100 was a 
challenge. 
What is your most memorable QSO? One random 
day on DMR I heard a station asking for someone to 
speak with some Scouts during a Jamboree on the Air 
(JOTA) event. I ended up communicating with several 
people. You could just hear the excitement in their 
voices when they got to talk to someone long 
distance over a radio. You could hear the kids in the 
background anxious to get their turn at the mic. 

How long have you been a member of CARS? When 
I moved to Cherokee County, one of the first things I 
did was search the internet to see what amateur radio 
groups were in the area. I found the CARS website 
and went to my first meeting. Everyone was so 
welcoming and friendly, I knew that I had picked a 
great group to be part of. I joined the club at that 
meeting back in 2010. 
What do you like to do outside of ham radio? One of 
my favorite activities is photography. I recently added 
a Nikon mirrorless camera, and I like getting out and 
doing landscape or nature photography. Fortunately, 
in north Georgia there are some amazing places to 
go, all within reasonable driving distance. 
What is one piece of advice you would offer to a new 
ham? Stay curious. Learning and doing new things 
challenges us and keeps us motivated and interested. 
I see a lot of people doing Parks on the Air (POTA) or 
Summits on the Air (SOTA) activations. That gets us 
outside and active, and we have fun in some 
interesting locations. The great thing about amateur 
radio is if you try something that doesn’t interest you, 
you can always try something different. Create your 
own experience that makes it fun for you! 
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GET TO KNOW… 
RANDY KERR - KD4KHO      
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EVEN WITH LESS THAN IDEAL SOLAR CONDITIONS, OPERATORS SCORED MORE 
THAN 270 CONTACTS AT THE ANNUAL SPRING POTA WEEKEND AT RED TOP 
MOUNTAIN STATE PARK. THANKS TO CHAD CONE –KY4KP– FOR THE NICE PHOTOS. 

SCENES FROM THE 2026 POTA 
WEEKEND 
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Welcome to the KY4KP YouTube channel where I share my time in amateur radio and the experiences that 
come with it. Most of my videos focus on getting on the air from the field, especially Parks On The Air 
activations, contesting, and portable operating. I like showing how I set up, what works, what does not, and how 
each activation unfolds in real conditions. You will also see the community side of ham radio, family moments, 
and the enjoyment that comes from combining radio, learning, and being outdoors. My goal is to document 
real operating, encourage others to get on the air, and keep the hobby practical, approachable, and fun. 

In this video, I share a quick look at the fun side of Parks On The Air, especially 
when people get on the air for the first time. It captures the excitement, the 
laughs, and the simple enjoyment of making contacts outdoors. Moments like 
this remind me why I enjoy ham radio so much. It is about getting on the air, 
sharing the experience with others, and keeping the hobby welcoming and 
enjoyable. 

In this video, I give a quick behind the scenes look at my contest station and the 
setup I am running. It is a relaxed moment that shows the gear, the space, and the 
atmosphere while operating. Clips like this give a real sense of how I work 
contests and enjoy the time on the air without overthinking it. 

In this video, I talk through a mistake I made during an activation and why it 
mattered once I was on the air. It is an honest look at how small setup decisions 
can turn into real problems in the field. I explain what went wrong, what I learned 
from it, and what you should check ahead of time so you do not run into the 
same issue. My goal is to help you avoid lost time, frustration, and missed 
contacts when you head out to operate. 

In this video, I spend the day at the Cherokee Amateur Radio Society fall picnic 
and enjoy time with fellow hams outside the shack. It is a relaxed gathering with 
good food, easy conversation, and plenty of shared stories about radio. Events 
like this matter because they remind you that amateur radio is not only about 
operating and equipment, it is about people, friendships, and staying connected 
as a community. 

https://www.youtube.com/@KY4KP
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/ScZOfPn1YeQ
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/AXo8MrZ4GKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q_ZWnqyWrwk&pp=ygUFS1k0S1A=
https://youtu.be/Cxv4wW3IYqY?si=RJ2tUt51_UGPKPQ0
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https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/checkout/singleLoad.do?r=1767658978568&merchantId=HRDLL&cartIdToken=4F9C4D1A22152BAE0DDEAA76CE957E9848302CB4231AB7C33BFC8A7A10249C1A040D6F36F678F058FD783E18A082A214166BCA57F7EFBDFFCBDEC38AC522198FEAD5618065A40255C2D1AE09E35CCE580418D95DA3C485EA348C2B28AE0C80D8E5&utm_medium=cars&utm_source=backlink
https://www.dxengineering.com/?im_ref=Qlb2WrT0JxycWg00VeyXb2EQUku1mjU-CxJoXw0&irgwc=1
https://www.precisiontechauto.com
https://www.entofga.com/home/
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MISSION 
STATEMENT 
The mission of the Cherokee Amateur Radio Society is to 

promote the hobby of amateur radio to the Cherokee County 
residents and surrounding communities. It primarily serves to 
provide education, FCC testing, public service, and fellowship to 
people with the common interest of amateur radio.  

Cherokee Amateur Radio Society is an organization of FCC 
licensed amateur radio operators (also called Hams) that meet 
and share the hobby, educate people about amateur radio, as 
well as support our local community in times of disaster. We are 
located in Cherokee County, Georgia and have club call sign 
WX4CAR. We are an ARRL Affiliated Club. 

The club also participates with ARES, and the Cherokee County 
EOC when severe weather gets close to the area, and we help 
with local public service projects. The members of the club also 
dedicate some of their time to promote and help new hams to 
develop their skills and knowledge on Amateur communications 
modes and to be better operators. We are a very active club and 
participate in ARRL Field Day every year. If you are located in 
Cherokee County or the surrounding area, we would like to invite 
you to participate.

CARS OFFICERS FOR 2024: 
President: Martin Buehring – KB4MG 
Vice President: Chad Cone – KY4KP 
Secretary: Stephen Kuhn – KK4YDY 
Treasurer: James James – KE4HMS 
Cherokee County Emergency 
Coordinator: 
Rob Bruderer – W1JKU 

Email: wx4car.club@gmail.com 
Time & Location of Meetings: 
Meetings are the second Saturday of 
each month at 10:00 am Eastern Time. 

William G. Long Senior Center  
223 Arnold Mill Road  
Woodstock, Georgia 30188 

Our meetings are open to all visitors. You 
do not need to be a member or have a 
license to attend.Come for the fellowship 
and technical programs. We also have a 
combined ARES meeting at the same 
time. ARRL FCC Testing is at 1:00PM 
following the meeting. 

Newsletter Team: 
Editor: Lee Hall – K4QO 
	 k4qo.mail@gmail.com 
Design: Carmon Madison – KQ4JIO 
	 carmon@icloud.com

mailto:wx4car.club@gmail.com
mailto:k4qo.mail@gmail.com
mailto:carmon@icloud.com

	Message from the President
	Message CONT’D
	Journey to a KILO: 1000 POTA Contacts in the Same Park
	Kilo Journey: CONTD
	Upcoming Events
	2026 Georgia Death Race
	Death Race CONTD
	ARISS Seeks Schools, Clubs to Bring Space Exploration into the Classroom
	Get to Know…
	Randy Kerr - KD4KHO
	Scenes from the 2026 POTA Weekend
	Contesting
	Thank You CARS SPONSORS
	Resource Links
	Mission Statement

